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6th. That dilatation and incision do not thus melt down this large extent 
of diseased structure, but act upon it only partially, thus leaving the rest to 
reproduce the coarctation by its natural tendenoy to contract. 

7th. That Mr. Syme’s operation of perineal section (for this is a very 
different affair from the old method of dividing stricluro externally) is not 
the “difficult,” “murderous,” and “ever uncalled-for” operation that it is 
represented to bo by tkoso who havo endeavoured to cast obloquy upon it 
and to cousign it to an unmerited desuetude. 

Two days ago, I had the satisfaction of seeing J. XIo informs me that his 
stream of urine continues to bo largo and full, and that his health is now 
perfect. He says ho continues to pass a large bougie into his bladder every 
two or three weeks. 

Philadelphia, May 17, 1858. 


Art. X .—Report of a Case in which Two Ounces of Arsenic were taken into 
the Stomach without proving fatal. By W. C. Jackson, M. D., of Mont¬ 
gomery, Ala. 

v 

Tiie subject of this report was a young man, D. M., from Charleston, S. C., 
aged 28 years, to whom I was called March 23d. I saw him at 1 o’clock P. M., 
one hour after he had taken the first portion, und ten or fifteen minutes after 
having taken the last (ho having taken the poison at three different intervals). 
Ho did not complain; pulso a little excited. Ordered zinci sulph. gr. xx ; 
which ho at first refused to take, but after Bomo persuasion consented. 
Ordered ferri oxidum bydratum to bo prepared and ferri subcarb. gij to be 
taken immediately after free emesis. 2 o’clock. Slight emesis, with some 
traces of the arsenio. Gave subcarbonato of iron, followed by albuminous 
drinks. I did uot see patient again until 3 o’clock; had in tho mean time 
thrown up somo threo or four drachms of arsenio in mass, and tho subcar- 
bonatc had been repeated several times. Repeated tho sulphate of zino, 
and followed it with mustard and water, which produced considerable effort 
and vomiting ; when the stomach was emptied of its fluid contents, gave the 
hydrated sesquioxido of iron gij, to bo repeated every hour with albuminous 
drinks in tho intervals. 6 o’clock. Great irritability of stomach, and patient 
says he feels a burning sensation in stomach and throat; another mass of the 
poison ejected, as much as six or eight drachms. Tho irritability of stomach 
continued until 11 o’clock, after which time patient rested well. The hy¬ 
drated sesquioxidc of iron was then discontinued. 

March 24. 7 o’clock A. M. Patient feels very well; but says that ho has 
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some fulness about head and dimness of vision. Some congestion of the capil¬ 
lary circulation about tho face; no pain or thirst; tongue natural; pulse 00. 
11 o'clock. Pulse 88; still no pain except slight headache; bowels not been 
moved. Ordered enema, which produced several large feeal actions from the 
bowels; says ho feels weak and sick at stomach. 10 o’clock P. M. Pulse 
80; doing very well; gave morph, sulph. gr. \ in mucilage for a cough that 
patient says he has had for several days. 

0,5th. 8 o'clock A. M. Had a good night; puleo 80; tongue a little furred, 
hut moist; no thirst; gave milk nud lime-water and continued mucilaginous 
drinks. 5 o'clock P. 51. Patient says he feels ns well as he ever did; sitting 
up; bowels not moved since last evening; repeated enema with desirable 
effect. 

06th. 8 o’clock A. 51. Sitting up, and says lie feels perfectly well; con¬ 
dition as when last sccu; pulse down to 75; dismissed with a caution as to 
diet, Ac. 

The young man, the subject of this report, was under arrest at the time, 
and was in tho custody of an officer of the law when be purchased the 
arsenic, and took the first two portions in bis presence and the presence of 
another gentleman; at this time, a small quantity was taken from the paper 
and tested. The remainder was taken in the prison in the presence of 
several persons. 

If this were not sufficient evidence to establish the fact, the large quanti¬ 
ties thrown up in the presence of a number of witnesses, and the last (about 
six or eight drachms) which was thoroughly tested, would. From what I 
saw, and from* tho statements of those connected with this ease, I am satis¬ 
fied that tho patient took all of two ounces, except the small ninouut left in 
the paper, which was tested also, as alluded to above. 

This ease I consider of great interest- in a toxicological view, not only from 
the quantity taken, two ounces, hut from the greater part of the arsenio re¬ 
maining in the stomach six hours; the freedom from pain, tho ahscnco of all 
inflammation of stomach aud bowels, and the complete recovery without any 
bad effects whatever, for the patient is now walking about, and says he feels 
perfectly well, and lias felt so since he was dismissed two weeks ago. The 
arsenic was taken with a suicidal intent at three different intervals of ten or 
fifteen minutes each. The first and second portions were taken in a glass of 
wine, the remainder in water, and not being soluble, or hut slightly so, the 
mass was scraped from the vessels in which it had been placed and swallowed. 
The patient had taken no food that day, consequently, we would have sup¬ 
posed that tho poison would have been the more readily absorbed; and then, 
too, a largo part of it remaining in the stomach six hours would iuduco us to 
expect inflammation from its irritant properties, yet we find tho patient free 
from thirst and pain, and no traces of inflammatory action exhibited them¬ 
selves during the entire treatment. 

The necessary delay iu the preparation of the hydrated sesquioxido of iron 



1858.] Lcasurc, Spontaneous Cure of Artificial Anus. 79 

induced us to substitute the subcarbonate, as being more nearly allied in its 
chemical constitution to the hydrated sosquioxidc of iron. 

Tho mass last thrown up was subjected to the different tests, and proved 
beyond a doubt that the poisou was arsenic. 


Art. XL —Spontaneous Cure of Artificial Anus after the Operation for 

Strangulated Femoral Hernia. By D. Lea sure, M.D., of New Castle, 

Penna. 

On Monday, the Gth of July, 1857, at eight o’clock in tho morning, I was 

called to Mrs. C-, aged 46, of feeble health and delicate constitution, 

labouring under strangulated femoral hernia of the right side. The hernia 
had becu of two years’ standing, and frequently protruded, but tho patient 
was always ablo to rcduco it by lying upon her back, and manipulating in the 
usual manner. She had never worn a truss. On the Saturday preceding my 
visit, whilo attending to somo of tho more laborious household duties, she 
felt her rupturo enlarge, but paid no attention to it till at bedtime, when she 
undertook its reduction as formerly, but failed to accomplish it. Sho let it 
alone till morning (Sunday), when, after repeated failures to reduce it, vomit¬ 
ing and severo pain set iu, which contiuucd during the day. A homoeopathic 
practitioucr, liviug next door, was called in, who used the ordiuary remedies iu 
such eases made and provided by that school for “obstinato vomiting,” but with¬ 
out nuy very marked effect. Some allowance may bo made, however, in this 
instance, ns neither tho lady nor her attendant friends informed tho medical 
man of tho cxistcuco of “a lump in the groin” till late at night, when he at 
onco laid a lump of ico upon it, with directions to keep it and others there till 
morning. Morning came, aud as tho patient seemed rather worse, the doctor 
advised that tho caso bo passed over to mo, and withdrew. 

I found her, on my arrival, in the condition usually existing in similar in¬ 
stances—severe pain, obstinato vomiting, constipation, and hiccough. The 
“lump in tho groin” was so badly frozen with the ice which still lay upon 
it, that I was obliged to gradually permit a return to tho natural temperature, 
before I dared to manipulate it. By four o’clock P. M., I thought it safe to 
make attempts at reduction. In the mean time, I had put her uuder the 
influcnco of full doses of morphia, with tho effect of allayiug tho pain, and 
arresting the incessant vomiting, and the patient expressed herself as feelrng 
easy and comfortable. After half an hour of very careful manipulating, I 
found no impression had been mado upon the tumour, and as I had a most 
painful phlegmon on my right hand, I obtained the assistance of my friend, 
Dr. S. M. Hamilton, who, after a long time, say three-quarters of an hour of 
steady, firm pressure, succeeded, as we both thought, in reducing it. There 



